MARCH IN THE GARDEN
As every true gardener knows regardless of the month there are always things to do in the garden.  Here is a list of things to work on this month.

PREPARING
· Good time of the year to start getting new landscape beds ready for planting (remember not to work the soil if it is really wet)
· Add compost to existing landscape beds before planting new plants
· Turn vegetable gardens if not already done

PLANTING
· Still a good time to plant trees, remember you want to get your trees planted before the weather starts to get hot.
· Shrubs, roses, groundcovers and cool seasonal annuals such as Snapdragons, Dianthus and Dusty Miller.
· Time to plant vegetable seeds such as: Beans, Cucumbers, Corn, Lettuce, Spinach, Lima Beans, Squash.
· Time to plant vegetable seedlings such as:  Tomatoes, Peppers, Strawberries, Squash, Cucumbers – remember to protect with row cloth or freeze cloth in case of frost.

PRUNING
· Prune winter damages from shrubs
· Prune groundcovers if you did not prune in February
· Fruit trees before bud break
· Spring flowering shrubs and vines after they are finished blooming:  Flowering Quince, Forsythia, Azaleas, Camellias, Carolina Jessamine, Wisteria, Climbing Roses.
If in doubt on proper pruning of any of your plant material – please stop by the store for a lesson.

PROTECT/CONTROL
· While the flowers are still on Pyracantha, Pears and Hawthorn, use organic agricultural streptomycin to stop Fire Blight spread by insect pollinators.
· To protect against Pill Bugs, Slugs, and Snails, use diatomaceous earth, or set out beer traps.
· Check for Aphids on Pansies, Roses, Crape Myrtles, and control with a strong blast of water, release lady bugs, spray plants with garlic pepper tea and Garrett Juice.  Neem oil is also effective and will also assist in controlling black spot and powdery mildew.

· Triple Action (Neem Oil) or systemic fungicide to control black spot on roses, powdery mildew on Roses and Crape Myrtles, and leaf spotting on Indian Hawthorns.
· Spot spray weeds on a warm day.

FERTILIZE
· Trees and shrubs if not fertilized in January and February
· If you use an organic fertilizer now is the time to fertilize all planting beds and turf with 20lb to 10lb per 1,000 square feet.  I recommend alternating with Gardenville 7-2-2 and Texas Tee.
· Foliar feed all growing plants with Garrett Juice, liquid seaweed or liquid fish.
· First feeding of Roses, check out Cristina’s for several excellent Rose Fertilizers.
· Remember not to fertilize spring blooming shrubs until AFTER they are finished blooming.



WATER

· Water only newly planted material and if we are experiencing a dry spring, any material that is on the dry side.  Your sprinkler system should be set for manual.



ODD JOBS

· Remember it is always time to mulch if you have bare soil.  Mulch helps to prevent weed growth and helps to maintain an even moisture level in your soil. 
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