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NOVEMBER IN THE GARDEN

As every true gardener knows regardless of the month there are always things to do in a garden.  Here is a list of thing to work on this month.

PREPARING

· Prepare new landscape beds for planting, mixing in as much compost, greensand, lava sand, dried molasses and expanded shale as possible for nice rich well drained beds.

· Add compost to existing landscape beds before planting new plants.

· Mulch all existing landscape beds and trees to protect against winter cold and to help with weed control.

· Purchase Frost Blankets and Burlap to protect tender plants from winter’s cold
PLANTING

· Container grown trees and shrubs – this is the perfect planting season and all of your plants will have a chance to establish a nice root system before summer heat.

· Perennials- this will enable your perennials the chance to grow a nice root system and will help them perform better their first summer in the ground.

· Bulbs – daffodils, grape hyacinths and crocus (wait till after Christmas to plant tulips)

· Bedding plants for winter color – pansies, violas, snapdragons, poppies, dianthuis.

FERTILIZE

· Only fertilizing is of Iris and Peonies with Bone Meal

· Fertilize winter annuals when planting and continue fertilizing throughout the winter hitting all the major holidays as reminders (Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day Easter)

CONTROL

· Check houseplants for mealy bugs and aphids before bringing in the house for winter – spray or wipe with alcohol or horticultural soap or Plant Wash.
· Spray fruit trees for scale, mites or fungus

· Control early growing winter weeds by pulling or mowing to keep seed heads from developing

After all of this good hard work remember to celebrate with family and friends and enjoy Thanksgiving.  We all have much to be Thankful for.

PS  remember our feather friends and feed the birds you will enjoy watching them all year.

