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Coral Honeysuckle
(Lonicera simpervirens)
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Whew! We’ve almost made it through a summer of dreadful heat and drought.  While the drought may linger for quite some time, the temperatures are fighting a losing battle with the calendar.  At least I hope 100 plus days won’t be around when Santa Clause visits! 

A wonderful vine to consider planting this fall, perhaps to replace one that didn’t survive the summer, is a beauty.  Native to Texas and states north and east, Coral Honeysuckle is extremely tough and readily withstands temperature extremes as we’ve experienced this year.  While it prefers medium soil moisture it has a tap root that helps it survive dry conditions.  Planted in full to part shade in ideal conditions, Coral Honeysuckle grows up to 30 feet and blooms mid-spring, just in time for hummingbird visits.  The flowers are tubular, about two inches long, and a gorgeous shade of red with yellow centers. 

Disease resistant and generally free of harmful insects, Coral Honeysuckle may continue to bloom sporadically all summer. It sets seeds attractive as fall and winter food for Quail, Purple Finch, Goldfinch, Hermit Thrush, and American Robin.  It’s evergreen, especially in the south, so is useful as shelter for roosting song birds. In addition, Coral Honeysuckle is a larval host plant for Spring Azure butterflies and Snowberry Clearwing moths.  

In a home landscape Coral Honeysuckle is useful as a well behaved vine for arbors, unlike Trumpet Creeper, Wisteria, or the very invasive Japanese Honeysuckle which can run amok if not pruned back.  

I especially like Coral Honeysuckle because it will not attach to or damage brick mortar or siding if you choose to grow it up the side of the house.  Because it is a twining climber it has tendrils that wrap around a support structure such as a trellis or fence, so it requires some help to begin climbing.  I have a three year old vine growing up the side of my house and it reached the top of an eight foot tall trellis the first year it was in the ground.  I also planted one against a wrought iron fence last year and while it has struggled a bit this summer it did bloom in spring and it has put out new growth, just not as much as the more established plant.  I deep water every two weeks and neither vine shows any indication of undue stress.  Both vines are in full sun so when they bloom it’s a sight to behold with dark green leaves and clusters of stunning red flowers.  If you desire a native vine for a bird or butterfly garden or perhaps an arbor, Coral Honeysuckle is a real winner.  
image1.jpeg




