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American Green Tree Frog
(Hyla cinerea)
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While showing a customer a tree recently I felt a soft “plop” on my shirt.  Looking down I found a cute little green tree frog clinging there practically under my chin.  What a neat surprise!  He was about 1½ inches in length and had a white stripe running alongside his body and around his mouth. There were tiny gold spots sprinkled on its back which only added to its already handsome bright green color.  

American Green Tree Frogs are native to the eastern half of Texas and the southeast states, up to Delaware and along the Mississippi Valley into Illinois.  Their diet consists mainly of insects, worms, tiny snakes, and other crawling critters smaller than they are.  They are also food for larger animals, namely birds and snakes.  Tree Frogs grow a little over 2 inches in length and like to hang around sleeping during the day in damp places or in trees where there’s water nearby.  Usually you won’t see one during the day unless you disturb its napping place which I did when I moved the tree.  I caught the little fellow and released him nearby where he and the lizards help keep the insect population in check. 

A couple weeks later I moved an old metal sculpture from a greenhouse to the garage and out jumped an even bigger tree frog!  This one was probably full grown and it could really hop!  Apparently it had been napping the day away and I moved its home which he really didn’t appreciate so he vacated the premises.  Since our cats, Cristina and Biggun, well mostly Cristina, like to hunt I thought the garage was probably not the safest place for this little frog.  I caught him but he wriggled free and landed with a really wet plop on the floor. I caught him again and released him back in the same area where his sculpture home used to be.  The last I saw of him he was hopping away under the plant tables in the greenhouse.  

Frogs are wonderful indicators of just how healthy an ecosystem is.  We rarely use chemical pesticides at Cristina’s and we have frogs and lizards as permanent residents so we must be doing a pretty good job at letting nature take care of herself.  Since tree frogs seem to like it here I hope to see them more often; they really are cute little critters.  
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