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ATTRACTING BIRDS TO THE GARDEN

What is a garden without birds singing and hopping about – incomplete.  It is very easy to attract birds to your garden with the planting of bird “friendly” plants, fresh water and even the addition of a bird feeder with seed.

Your garden plants can provide shelter, food and a safe place for the birds to raise their young.  Any plant that bears a flower and then a seed head will provide food for our feather friends.  Some of the favorites for North Texas garden are American beautyberry, coralberry, deciduous holly, burford holly, savannah holly, pyracantha, native ornamental grasses, elms, figs, oaks, sunflowers, pecan and even tomatoes.

Birdbaths, fountains or ponds will be a place for a nice cool drink for your feathered friends or a cooling bath.  Freshen the water in your birdbath several times a week if possible and sit back and enjoy the show.

Placing a birdfeeder in your yard is a sure way of attracting several different varieties to your garden.  There are many different varieties of seed, you want to make sure that your seed does not continue a high amount of millet – bird will simply toss this out of the feeder.  Look for a premium seed with black oil sunflower seed, corn, white proso millet (not common millet) sunflower meats, canary seed and niger seed.   This will bring a large variety of birds to your garden.  We carry Cole’s birdseed (www.coleswildbird.com) at the garden center and our customers and their birds have raved about it.
In return for your actions many of our feathered friends will return the favor and will help to eliminate many insects from your garden.  Robins, mockingbirds and others will help themselves to insects crawling in your landscape and purple martins will help control the flying insects population.
This is a great family activity and you may even find that your children will enjoy filling the feeders and keeping water in the birdbath.  In addition to helping in the garden your children may even enjoy researching and naming the different species of birds you have attracted.

HAPPY BIRDING
